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Desred Family Sze: Corrdatesand
Rdiability of Responses

1. Introduction

"As the numba o dilden a coupe dedres is achieved o goproeched,
unless it is a matter of reigious conviction or suspected sub-fecundity, dl
but the rare exception revert to contraception” (Westoff—1963). Gven
ade maivaion ad cossguatly lover dedred family sze it may be
expected that any harmless method is acceptable. Given little mativation,
however the only acceptable techniques of contraception are thosethet
invdve minme  inconvenece Thus conraceptive aooglance is a function
of degred family sze which, of course, is an index of built-in maotivationd
level. The dudies pertaining to family sze preferences are, therefore, of
interest to population scientists.

A auvey o 26 pubished dudes (Agawda 1962), reveded a conddaable
degree of uniformity in the responses to dedred family sze. The sudy
repats The family diitude suveys dow thet while pegde in rud areas
congder tha four children conditute the ided, in the urban aress three
children are taken to conditute the desrable family sze'. In the Mysore
Popuaion Sudy (U. N. 1961) the avarage dedred family 9ze of Bangdore
City sample was 4.0 for women and 4.4 for men and in the rurd sample,
4.8 for women and 4.7 for men. The Indian Ingtitute of
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Public Opinion (1967) in their sudy based on samples from Calcuita,
Bombay, Delhi, Madras found that the number of children regarded as
ided for the ‘average Indian family was 3.1. Family planning enquiries in
Rurd Shimoga (Kde 1971) and Dhawar (Kae and Koteswar 1971)
found theaverape desired family Szetobe 30.

Thus while, severd studies have been carried out to provide numerica
reponsss to quedions on dedred family 9z no dtempt hes ben reported
on the rdiability of the responses. The present paper presets an
atempt in this direction. It examines (0 the corrdates of 'desired family
by sz€ in rurd community and (ii) the reliability of responses to ques-
tionson desred family Szeinanintaview aavey.

2. ThePopulation

This dudy is bessd on the dda dotaned from 534 ineviens with aur-
rently married women in the age group 20 - 39 regarding ther family
growth pattern (University of Kerda 1965). The women interviewed
bdong to three Heded villages on the out irts o the Trivendum City,
Kerda The houscholds in the sample are more or less homogenous with
respect to the socio-economic status ; an overwhdming maority belong to
lower drata by any standard. The median family earning is about Rs
225 pa dgy. The gop of women inevieved dd nat posess vay high
arbtios ad hdd tradtiod vduess with repet to may things in life
However, interspouse communication on meatters concerning family size
was not infrequent in this group.

Two third of the women in the sarple hed less then 5 years of sthodling
ad aly oetath hed duded upo the higner ssoondary levd o beyond.
Further, the younger wives were much better off in education as compared
to the older ones. The average age at marriage of the women in the sample
was 17.6 years and the average duration of marriage was 10.5 years. The
older mothers in the age-group 35-39 had borne, on an average, 5.6
children, while the average for their younger sgters in the age goup 20-24
was18.

3. Analyss

The 'desired family sz€ of arespondent has been obtained by adding
thenumber of additiond dhildren desired by therespondant to the presart
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number of her living children. Women who did not desire any additiond
child reported the achieved family Sze as their desred family sze ; this
may not be dways true. This limitation, inherent with our culturd traits,
canat beessly overcomein aoss-ssdiond Suveys

As domn by Tade 1, 3 ad 4 ae the mogt poplar Szes of dedred family in
the dudy goup. The avaae dedred family dze for the sarpe comes to
3.8. 27.2 per cent of the sample women prefer athree child family and 22.3
per cent, a four-child family. One hdf of the women in the sample desired
more than 3 children. The preferences for two, three and four children as
shown here, are dso found in many of the post-war fetility surveysin
India and abroad.

TABLE 1-SAMPLE WIVES ACCORDING TO DESIRED FAMILY SIZE

Desired family size No. or women Percent
1 16 3.0

2 89 166

3 145 272

4 119 23

5 66 123

6 56 106

7+ 43 8.0
Total 534 1000

We may now turn to the pattern of responses to desired family size in
relation to demographic and socio-economic factors. We may consder in
tun age of wife, monthly income, education, religion and caste, ex-
perience of infant mortdity and adso relate desred family Sze to contra
ogptivebehaviour.

Taking age of wifefirgt, we have 277 respondents in the age group 20-29
and 257 inthenext apegroup 30-39.
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TABLE 2-PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WIVES ACCORDING TO DESIRED
FAMILY SIZE BY THEIR AGE

Dedredfamily Sze Age of wife

2024 (\E12)  BO(N=174) 3034 (=118 3539 (N=108)

1-2 B4 19.0 10.2 139

34 59.1 626 44.1 23.1

5+ 45 18.4 57 630

Mean DFS 31 35 41 47
Mean No.of 1 17 28 41 50
Living children

Younger women (20-24) prefer two and three-child families In the
net ae gop 2529, the mood prdaexe is far a famly o three to four
children. The progresson continues over the higher age groups. The
propation o women in the ssamde who dedre five ad moe dilden in
aesss with ege A dmila progesson is ssm in the meen desred family
sSze ds0. A plaushle explandtion is that there is a tendency among the
younger women to idedise a limited number of children for the family
and among the older women to rationdize the family dze dready
achieved. This phenomenon is corroborated by the Puerto Rican, the
Tawan and the Thailand studies.

Theasoaaion bawean theage of wifeand desred family Szeishighly
sgnificant a .05 leve (3¢ = 134.4 d.f. = 6).

La us ned codde sodo-ecoomc ddus whidh hes damed primaty
importance in most studies of fertility differentids. In the present study, for
andytica convenience, socio-economic datus is classfied into three
broad groups : lower (monthly income less than Rs. 50/-), lower middle
(Rs 51-100) and midde(Rs 100 ad ahove).

About hdf (N = 264) of the sample women belonged to the lower
gaupwhichisfdlowed by thelova-middegraup (N = 178).
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TABLE 3—PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WIVES ACCORDING TO DESIRED
FAMILY SZEBY SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS

Desired family Socio-economic status
size
Midde(N-81) Lower-middle Lower
(N=178) (N=264)

1-2 19.8 185 219

34 49 22 508

5+ 38.3 29.3 213
Mean DFS 40 38 37

In the love goup, 2 par cat o the women dedre are to two children
and 51 per cent, three to four. In the lower-middie group, 52 per cent of the
respondents prefer three-four children and only 19 per cent one to two.
The paoatage of women eqresng a dere for five o mare dhildren
follows U' shaped pattern as we proceed adong the continuum of socio-
economic gaus. On the other hand, the mean dedred family size has a
pogitive rdationship with socio-economic status but the relaionship does
not beer any statistica significance (¢ = 4.436 at 0.05 leve, df. 4).

According to education we classfy the sample into four categories as
fdlows

TABLE 4—PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WIVES ACCORDING TO DESRED
FAMILY SIZEBY LEVEL OF SCHOOLING

Desredfamily Level of schooling*
size

No. formal 14Years 5-7Yeas Upto SSC (8-10
schooling (N=160) (N=194) Years) (N=114)
1-2 19.4 209 19.6 19.3
34 500 39.5 510 49.1
5+ 306 3206 24 316
Mean DFS 39 39 38 3.7

* 19 women who had some college education are not included.
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An inverse rdationship between mean desred family sze and edu
cdiond dtanment is goparent, though gatidticdly inggnificant. Elites
(tho2e who have ataned some adlege aducdion) prfer anly  three-child
familiesonanaverage but anethird of them desirefour or morechildren

Nearly 80 per cent of the respondents belong to Hindu religion and 19
per cent are Chrigtians. Among the Hindus, 46 per cent are Nayars and 23
per cent, Ezhavas ; the rest belong to other castes.

TABLE 5—PER CENT DISTRIBUTION OF WIVESACCORDING TO DESIRED
FAMILY SZE BY RELIGIOUS AND CASTE GROUPS

Desredfamily size Religion and caste groups*

%%/ars (N— Fﬁf\l%sn Other Hindus ?’\lrzlslégr)s
1-2 2.9 22.4 18.6 202
34 53.7 477 46 438
5+ x4 29 318 36.0
MeansDFS 36 38 39 40

* 8 Muslim women are not considered for the analysis.

An eamrgion o the pdten o men desred famly sze by rdigass
and caste groups ndicaes that 'Nayars are dightly more smdl family
oriented. Since more than 60 per cent of the Chrigtians in the sample are
Catholics, a possble explandion for the comparatively higher average
degred family gz eqoressad by this group may be the disoamible impedt of
Pope's Encyclica 'Humanae Vitag on them.

About experience of infant or child mortdity seventy per cent of the
wives in the sample did not have such experience during their married
life. Apart from the recent generd lowering of child mortdity in India, a
aufficient explanation for this may be the accesshility of improved
medica sarvices in the sudy area due to its proximity to the capitd city of
Trivandum. About 25 pa cat o the repondats expaienced snge-child
motdity and oy 5 par cat had eaiecad deth of two o more
children. Even though the popular preference isfor the range of 3-4
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children, the proportion of women desiring five or more children and the
average desred family Sze tend to increase with child mortdity experi-
ence. This supports the view of demographers that the child mortaity
experience has a bearing* to fertility planning and desires (e.g. Hassan,
1966). However, the relaion between child mortdity and the desired
family sze is not statisticaly significant a 5 per cent levd (¢ = 3.31.
d.f.=4).

TABLE 6-PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WIVES ACCORDING TO DESIRED FAMILY
SIZE BY CHILD MORTALITY

Desired family Number of children dead

3% 0 2 (N=116) 2and 3
(N=374) (N=38)

1-2 22 164 132

34 489 509 526

5+ 289 7 34.2

Mean DFS 38 39 4.0

Regadng contraceptive expaience 3 par oat of the women were dailized
and 14 per cent were currently usng one or the other of the family
planning methods. Thirty Six per cent of the respondents were not using any
contraceptive method to limit or space the family.

TABLE 7—PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WIVES ACCORDING TO DESIRED
FAMILY SIZE BY CONTRACEPTIVE PRACTICE

Contraceptive Practice

Desired family ~ "Not known any Currently using other  Known but
size method Serilized (N=15 methods currently not
(N=192) erilized (N=15) practising
(N=222)

1-2 260 6.7 137 198

34 479 600 5138 459

5+ 261 333 315 343

Mean DPS 37 41 39 38

*|n recent times, afew countries show negative relationship between child mortality and
family size preference or fertility. (Bogue, 1974).
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It is ingeding thet 192 women (3% tad) nat weng ay mehod pre
ferred family Sze in the range of 3-4. Most of them had at least a hearssy
kroMedge of famlly paning mahods A maked dfferee is noied among
the serilized persons. Ther mean desred family size appears to be a
projection of the family size they have achieved. For the rest the memn
desred family 9zewas38,

4. Rdiability of Regponses

The second part of this paper seeks to find out how far the responses to
dedred family dze ae meaningful or reliable ? Do the responses
appear as a 'fashionable dogan' only ? In the absence of a foolproof
methodology to assess the rdiability of this type of data, we focus attention
on the repodats levld of coddexy in asnvaing quedions rdding to
famly dze noms The inaviev shedde wsd for the dudy provided a
farly good tool for measuring this Four ‘agree-disagree statements
rdating to family sze preferences have been asked in the earlier part of
the interview. The same pattern of questions, with a diametricaly opposite
sense, have again gppeared in the latter part of the interview shedue
ds. The time ggp bewen thee two &S of quedios was on an average,
haf an hour. The questions asked in the former part of the suvey aeas
fdlons:

(@ Inlife therearemeny thingsmareimpartant then having children,
generdly speaking. Do you agree or disagree ?

(b) Having many children isalot of trouble, but it isworth it, generaly
speaking ? Do you agree or disagree ?

(0 Thefewer childenafamily hes thehgppier it is ganardly goesking.
Do you agree or disagree ?

(d) Braythingaonsdadd, it isbdter to havemeny children. Doyou
ageeo dsgee?

The questions asked in the latter part of enumeration are given below :

(a) Inlife, one of the most important things is to have children, gene-
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radly spesking. Do you agree or disagree ?

(b1) Having many childrenisalot of trouble and it is not worth it,
oaadly esking. Doyouagreear dssgee?

(c) Themoredhildren afamily hes thehgppier itisganaly gpesking
Doyouagesor dsagyee?

(d1) Everything congdered, it is better to have afew children. Do you
ageo dsgee?

In these four paired questions (aand ai, b and bi, ¢ and Ci, d and di) the
agree-response to the first question and disagreement to its counterpat or
vice vasa aooouts for coddacy in asvaing The dffeatids in the
cogdaxy o reponss VisaMvis oatan  popddion  daadaidics are
shown in Table 8. The answers for the second pair of questions, i.e. Q)
vs Qb ae mt coddeed far the adyds dnoe it wes fdt thet those
auedions lecked vdidty in the sase the repondants ware nat conogptudly
clear to be adle to diginguish the questions within the given frame o
rdfeence

Irrespective of the varigionsin the level of educationa attainment, we sse
a high propotion of repondats (60—80 pa cat) awswvaing cosidently.
By and large, the study area contains lower grade employees, skilled and
unskilled workerss Among al groups, generdly, over 60 per cent of the
respondents show consstency in ther responses pertaining to famly sz
prdaacss In regad to the vaious sodo-economic goups a high degree
(65100 par ocat) of repore cowdawy is noticad The sare trad is
noiod in rdaion to the vaious rdigous goups too. Apat from this, the
responses to those paired questions appear suggestive of nomsd srdl
family too.

From the foregoing andysis, it is found the respondents show a high
degree of condgency of responses, thus minimisng consderably the
amount of ambivaence and indecisive atitude of the respondents. Thus it
gopeas thet the regponsess to dedred family d9ze ae rdidde o meaningful to
avery, great extent.
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TABLE 8-PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTSWHO ARE CONSISTENT
IN RESPONSES BY SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

Charaderidics Consistency of Responses

Quegions(@)vs(a; ) Quegions(c) vs(c)  Quedions(d) vs (dy)

Leve of schodling % % %
No formal schooling 731 680 687
1to4years 814 722 583
5to7 years 24 68 67.4
UptoSSL.C 715 55.4 62.5
Abovemdric 666 61.1 83.3
Occupation (Husband)

White collar 752 69.5 7715
Sdilledworkers 680 59.8 66.4
Unskilledworkers 738 63.1 63.1
Farmers 744 633 66.0
Economically inactive 666 416 51
Sodo-economicsatus

Upper 666 100.0 1000
Midde 787 604 65.6
Lower 703 665 634

Rdigioussub-dassss

Nair 732 632 72.0
Ezhava 716 60 69.0
Other Hindus 694 60.1 60.1
Chridians 770 65.5 67.0
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Howeva, the soope far a ganadization of this pheomaon is redriced

snce the characterigtics of the sample studied here may not be generdis-
able for dl parts of India Thus, there is an imperative need for smilar
dudesdsanheareinthecountry.
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